
Welcome to Washington DC!

Washington, D.C. is a federal showplace of magnificent museums and gleaming marble monuments, of imposing neoclassic government buildings and verdant parklands. But beyond the monuments, many lesser-known treasures await, from historic homes and art galleries to antique stores and cozy sidewalk cafés hidden away in charming neighborhoods.

To ensure that your visit is particularly enjoyable, we have compiled the following information to assist you with your plans:

* Attractions and Entertainment: Sightseeing Highlights from A to Z

* Getting Around: Transportation and Tours

* Shopping in the Metropolitan Area

* Spouse, companion and children’s program

* Unique Meeting Spaces

* Destination Management Companies

From theater tickets and tour bookings to sightseeing arrangements and errands, our concierge and guest relations staff is ready to handle your special arrangements and make the impossible happen for you.

Washington D.C. Attractions and Entertainment

Sightseeing Highlights from A to Z

Corcoran Gallery of Art

Washington’s oldest art collection features Dutch and Flemish masterpieces, French impressionists and Post-impressionists and American art from colonial times to the present.

Discovery Channel Store:

Destination Washington D.C.

Visitors will experience the excitement of Discovery Channel, the world’s largest producer of non-fiction entertainment, through a unique three-story, 25,000-square-foot interactive attraction designed to educate and entertain.

Dumbarton House and Garden

Located in Georgetown, this federal-style house museum features 18th- and 19th-century American furniture and fine arts.

FDR Memorial

A 7.5-acre site near the Jefferson Memorial, this memorial depicts the 12 pivotal years of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s presidency through a series of four outdoor gallery rooms.

Folger Shakespeare Library

Private, non-profit research library with one of the world’s finest collections of Shakespeare and Renaissance materials.

Jefferson Memorial

Beneath the marble rotunda, the 19-foot statue of the third U.S. president is surrounded by passages from the Declaration of Independence and other famous Jefferson writings.

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

Six magnificent theaters present the best of drama, dance, ballet, music, comedy, films and commissioned works. Home of the National Symphony Orchestra, Washington Opera and the American Film Institute.

Lincoln Memorial

This grand monument overlooks the Reflecting Pool, the Washington Monument and the U.S. Capitol.

National Aquarium

The nation’s oldest public aquarium. The 70 tanks house rare American alligators, sharks, piranha, and 270 other species of aquatic life.

National Arboretum

More than 400 acres, of trees, shrubs, flowering plants, picnic grounds, herb garden and famous Bonsai collection.

National Gallery of Art

Permanent collection of European and American paintings, sculpture, decorative arts and works on paper, plus changing exhibitions of art from around the world.

National Geographic Society

Explorers Hall features Geographica, an interactive exhibit about the earth and the fragile balance among its inhabitants.

National Mall

A splendid green park area extending approximately two miles from the U.S. Capitol to the Washington Monument. Lining either side of the park near the Capitol are 200-year-old American elm 

trees, several of the Smithsonian Institution museums, National Archives, National Gallery of Art and U.S. Botanic Gardens.

 The Phillips Collection

America’s first museum of modern art features Renoir’s Luncheon of the Boating Party, and works by Cézanne, Bonnard, Braque, Daumier, Dove, El Greco, Manet, Matisse, O’Keefe and Picasso. Classical music program every Sunday (September - May).

Potomac Park

West Potomac Park, the area between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial, includes the Tidal Basin and the beautiful cherry trees. Hains Point, on the tip of East Potomac Park features a golf course.

Rock Creek Park

Rustic expanse of 1,754 acres surrounding Rock Creek with riding stables, tennis courts, 30 picnic areas, golf course, art gallery, nature center and a network of trails.

Smithsonian Institution

Washington is home to the world’s most famous museum complex. Encompassing more than a dozen different buildings such as the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, the Hirshhorn Museum & Sculpture Garden, the National Air & Space Museum, as well as the National Zoological Park.

The Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center

One of Washington D.C.’s newest attractions and home to the new Visitor Information Center. A food court, fine dining restaurant, cafés, and impressive works of art dot this official World Trade Center.

Theodore Roosevelt Island

This serene island is a wildlife refuge with nearly 2 miles of trails. A 17-foot bronze statue of President Theodore Roosevelt, early champion of wildlife and nature conservation, can be seen in the Statuary Garden.

U.S. Capitol

Under the magnificent white dome, senators and representatives meet to shape U.S. legislative policy.

U.S. Navy Memorial &

Naval Heritage Center

This striking, outdoor memorial plaza with towering masts, waving flags and tiered waterfalls is a tribute to all U.S. sea service personnel.

Union Station

This beautifully restored train station houses more than 125 stores, restaurants, food court and a 9-screen cinema complex.

Washington Monument

One of the tallest masonry structures in the world, this majestic obelisk was dedicated in 1885 to the memory of the first U.S. president. (under renovation)

Washington National Cathedral

A 14th century-style Gothic cathedral, garden and shops set on 57 acres in Upper Northwest neighborhood. Observation Gallery offers a magnificent view of Washington and surrounding area.

White House

Home of every U.S. president except George Washington. Free tours Tuesday--Saturday 10a.m.—12 noon.

World War II Memorial

The Memorial honors the 16 million who served in the armed forces of the U.S., and the more than 400,000 who died. The Second World War is the only 20th Century event commemorated on the National Mall’s central axis.

Getting Around: Transportation and Tours

BUS CHARTER, TOURS

Old Town Trolley Tours

2640 Reed St. NE

Washington, DC 20018

Tel: (202) 832-9800

Fax: (202) 832-9040

Daily 2-hour narrated tours every 30 minutes starting at 9a.m. Free re-boarding from 19 sites around the city.

Tourmobile Sightseeing

1000 Ohio Drive SW

Washington, DC 20024

Tel: (202) 554-5100

Fax: (202) 488-5200

www.tourmobile.com

Daily informative narrated sightseeing tour

shuttle service authorized by the US National Park Service. Dependable custom-designed 85-passenger vehicles, with exclusive charter service available.

Scandal Tours

1602 South Springwood Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Tel: (202) 783-7212

Fax: (301) 587-4688

Scandal Tours takes an irreverent and hilarious look at Washington’s comic monuments like Watergate, Congress, Gary Hart’s townhouse and the White House. Private bookings, public tours and group rates available.

Carriages of the Capital

Horse-Drawn Carriage Tours in WDC

Carriages for Weddings and Other Special Occasions

Office Tel: (301) 407-0007

Cel Phone: (202) 841-4135

Enjoy the sights of DC in the leisurely luxury of a horse-drawn carriage. You will be made to feel right at home with our special staff—a crew of lovable Jack Russell Terriers. We offer a fabulous 1-hour moonlight monument tour, as well as custom itineraries. Rates are generally $150 an hour tour, and the carriage may accommodate up to 6 passengers. Equally appropriate for families or that special, romantic evening. Advance reservations recommended. We operate year round.

Limousine Service/Yacht Cruises

Our Concierge Staff will be more than happy to arrange limousine service and Yacht Cruises for you.

Greyhound Lines Inc. - Charter Services

15110 N. Dallas Pkwy. #214

Dallas, TX 75248

Tel: (972) 789-7113

Fax: (972) 789-7018

Greyhound Charter Services provides reliable affordable motorcoach transportation for groups traveling across town or across country.

BOAT CHARTER

Odyssey Cruises

Gangplank Marina

600 Water St. SW

Washington, DC 20024

Tel: (202) 488-6000

Fax: (202) 488-6011

www.odyssey-cruises.com

Cruise features 4-course meal, award-winning wine list, and live professional entertainment while taking in the sites of the nation’s capital. Three-hour lunch and four-hour dinner cruises available.

DC Ducks: The Boats on Wheels

2640 Reed St. NE

Washington, DC 20018

Tel: (202) 832-9800

See Washington from a new point of view. Tour the Mall by land, then splash into the Potomac River on the boats with wheels. Fully narrated 90-minute tours on rebuilt WWII amphibious vessels.

Shopping in Washington & the Metropolitan Area

Discovery Channel Store:

Destination Washington D.C.

Visitors will experience the excitement of Discovery Channel, the world’s largest producer of non-fiction entertainment, through a unique three-story, 25,000-square foot store designed to educate and entertain.

Georgetown

Stroll along M Street and browse the boutiques and antique stores of historic Georgetown. Visit Georgetown Park, a four-level Victorian-style shopping mall offering nearly 100 stores, galleries and restaurants.

Smithsonian Museum Shops

After exploring the attractions surrounding the National Mall, visit the Smithsonian Museum Shops where you’ll discover a world of fascinating gifts, crafts, books, posters, jewelry, and other treasures.

The Fashion Centre at Pentagon City

Take the Metro’s Blue or Yellow Line to the Pentagon City Station for some world-class shopping. This sunlit, ultra-modern mall features hundreds of shops under one roof including Macy’s and Nordstrom, Banana Republic, Eddie Bauer, Ann Taylor, Rodier Paris and Villeroy & Boch.

The Old Post Office Pavilion

This former post office houses shops and restaurants, daily entertainment and a dramatic view of the city from the 315-foot clock tower.

The Shops at National Place

Your visit to our nation’s capital won’t be complete without a shopping trip to The Shops at National Place, a festive retail complex, located in the heart of downtown.

Union Station

This beautifully restored Beaux-Arts train station now houses over 100 specialty and retail shops, restaurants and a food-court.

“Washington’s Fifth Avenue”

For un upscale shopping experience, take the Metro’s Red Line to the Friendship Heights station where you will find “Washington’s Fifth Avenue”, five city blocks in upper northwest Washington crossing into Chevy Chase, Maryland. Window-shop along Wisconsin Avenue that offers discerning shoppers an array of luxury stores, such as Saks Fifth Avenue, Yves Saint Laurent, Rive Gauch, Cartier, and Tiffany. Continue on to the Mazza Gallerie, a multilevel shopping center or the Chevy Chase Pavilion.

Old Town Alexandria

Cross the Potomac River into Virginia via the Metro’s Blue or Yellow Line, and head to Old Town Alexandria, a quaint town with charming shops and antique stores. Walking the tree-shaded, cobblestone and brick streets, one feels the city’s 18th- and 19th-century history come alive in a colorful and diverse bazaar of boutiques, galleries, historic homes and fine restaurants.

Potomac Mills

Plan a day trip to Potomac Mills! Located in Prince William, Virginia, Potomac Mills is one of the world’s largest outlet shopping mall, with a large food court and 15-screen movie theater.

Spouse, Companion and Children’s Programs

Guided Walking Tours of Washington

9009 Paddock Lane

Potomac, MD 20854

Tel: (301) 294-9514

Fax: (301) 309-0753

Mpitch@ix.netcom.com

“Riveting stuff. Anthony Pitch can bring alive the deadest looking sights in town.”

New York Daily News

Weekend guided walking tours, 2 hours, through historic Georgetown. Group tours by appointment, any time any day, through Georgetown, Adams-Morgan or Lafayette Square (the White House neighborhood).

National Geographic Society

1145 17th Wisconsin Avenue, NW #400

Washington, DC 20036

Tel: (202) 857-7588

Fax: (202) 828-6679

Explorers Hall features Geographica, an interactive exhibit about the earth and the fragile balance among its inhabitants, and Earth Station One, a 72-seat amphitheater that simulates an orbital flight, plus changing exhibits.

National Zoological Park

3000 block of Connecticut Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20008

Tel: (202) 673-4717

www.si.edu




A collection of more than 3,000 exotic animals, birds and reptiles. Amazonia is a re-created microcosm of the world’s largest rain forest.

Washington Doll’s House & Toy Museum

5236 44th Street NW

Washington, DC 20015

Tel: (202) 244-0024

Carefully researched collection of antique dolls’ houses, toys and games, plus a comprehensive museum shop. Birthday parties in Edwardian Tea Room by pre-arrangement.

Busch Gardens & Water Country USA

One Busch Gardens Blvd.

Williamsburg, VA 23187

Tel: (757) 253-3584

Fax: (757) 253-3399

Field sales office for Anheuser-Busch theme parks featuring Busch Gardens and Water Country USA, located 2.5 hours from Washington in historic Williamsburg, VA.

Unique Meeting Spaces

Willard InterContinental Hotel

For 150 years, the Willard has been an integral part of Washington society.

Crystal Room
This turn-of-the century room is the preferred site for glittering galas, receptions and noteworthy events.

The Ballroom
With its magnificent crystal chandeliers, high ceiling and murals of an Italian landscape, the formal Ballroom is another grand setting for social events.

Off Site Venues

Corcoran Gallery of Art

500 17th Street NW

Washington, DC 20004

Tel: (202) 639-1700

Fax: (202) 639-1785

www.corcoran.org

The outstanding art collection, special exhibitions and impressive historic building offers an inspiring setting.

The International Spy Museum

800 F Street NW

Washington, DC 20004

Tel: (202) 654-0943

Fax: (202) 654-0975

www.spymuseum.org

One-of-a-kind special events ranging from "Come As Your Favorite Spy" evenings, theatrical performances, Spy Mystery dinner parties, and "Night Vision" tours of the Museum will take place throughout the year.



The International Trade Center and

Ronald Reagan Building

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20004-3002

Tel: (202) 312-1300

Fax: (202) 312-1310

Washington’s newest conference and event facility is conveniently located downtown in the landmark Ronald Reagan Building at Federal Triangle Metrorail Station. The International Trade Center provides complete meeting and event services, including exceptional catering, a professional event service staff, and leading edge audio-visual support.

Kennedy Center River Terrace Tent

2700 F Street NW

Washington, DC 20566

Tel: (202) 416-8560

Fax: (202) 416-8551

Located on top of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, overlooking the Potomac River.

The Library of Congress

101 Independence Avenue SE

Washington, DC 20540

Tel: (202) 707-5218

Fax: (202) 707-9898

www.loc.gov

The largest library in the world and America's oldest federal cultural institution. Guests will have the opportunity to learn more about the architecture and collections of the Library of Congress through viewing its exhibits and speaking with the staff.

National Air and Space Museum

Office of Special Events

Independence Avenue at 6th Street SW

Room 3401 MRC 310

Washington, DC 20013

Tel: (202) 633-2340

Fax: (202) 357-4749

www.nasm.si.edu

Over nine million visitors tour the Smithsonian Institution’s museum of aviation and space history each year to view a dazzling array of flying machines. Artifacts in 23 exhibit areas of the Museum span the history of flight, documenting major historical and technical achievements.

National Building Museum

401 F Street NW

Washington, DC 20001

Tel: (202) 272-2448

Fax: (202) 272-2564

Since the 1885 Inaugural Ball of President Grover Cleveland, the National Building Museum’s Great Hall has been the scene of some of Washington’s most elegant and exciting events.




National Museum of Natural History

10th & Constitution Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20560

Tel: (202) 357-2700

Fax: (202) 357-1650

www.si.edu

Events require the co-sponsorship of a Smithsonian Unit. They must be in keeping with the mission of the Smithsonian and may involve the recognition of a donation to the institution.

National Museum of Women in the Arts

1250 New York Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20005

Tel: (202) 783-5000

Fax: (202) 393-3225

Three rental spaces in huge Renaissance/

Revival-style structure. Permanent collection of works by women artists from the Renaissance to the present.

National Press Club

529 14th Street NW

Washington, DC 20045

Tel: (202) 662-7500

Fax: (202) 662-7512

More than 9,600-square feet of meeting space that accommodates up to 500 people classroom style. On the opposite side of the Willard Inter-Continental Hotel.




The Newseum

1101 Wilson Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22209

Tel: (703) 284-3544

Fax: (703) 284-3770

www.newseum.org

In addition to the museum, the facilities include a rooftop center with a view of Washington, meeting rooms, dining facilities and a broadcast studio.

The Phillips Collection

1600 21st Street NW

Washington, DC 20009-1090

Tel: (202) 387-2151

Fax: (202) 387-2436

America’s first museum of modern art is available for private functions: the jewel-like paintings and dark paneling of the Music Room make a splendid setting for dinners, the intimate galleries of both buildings can accommodate receptions.

Destination Management Companies

Capitol Services Inc.

108 N. Virginia Avenue

Falls Church, VA 22046

Tel: (703) 739-1020

Fax: (703) 739-6046

www.capitolservicesinc.com

The Event Network Inc.

A Global Events Partners Company

2215 M Street, NW

Suite 400

Washington, DC 20037

Tel: (202) 367-3030

Fax: (202) 367-3040

www.theeventnetwork.net
On-Site Productions Inc.

105 Meadows Lane

Suite 100

Alexandria, VA 22304

Tel: (703) 329-4538

Fax: (703) 329-4539

www.on-siteproductions.com

Carrie F. Heiden

Meetings and Events Planner

Courtesy Associates

2025 M St., NW Suite 800

Washington, DC 20036

Tel: (202) 367-2488

Fax: (202) 331-0111

USA Hosts

1301 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Suite LL

Washington, DC, 20036

Tel: (202) 857-4111

Fax: (202 785-4568

Washington Inc.

44 Canal Center Plaza

2nd Floor

Alexandria, VA 22314

Tel: (703) 528-8484

Fax: (703) 528-1724
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